
Is Your Vehicle Safe?
The MGH Police and Security would like to share 
some safety tips with the MGH/Partners Healthcare 
Systems community on how to help keep your 
vehicles from being vandalized and/or broken into.  

A recent published report showed a dramatic 
increase of 58% in vehicle break-ins in the greater 
Boston area. A study was then conducted to try to 
determine the reason behind this sharp increase.

The study showed that in all cases, several common 
characteristics were recognized. The crimes 
committed were considered smash and grab thefts.  
This crime is a crime of opportunity and is the most 
avoidable.  The term “SMASH” and “GRAB”
describes what takes place during the crime.  A 
person will walk by a motor vehicle, and if there is 
something of value, the person will SMASH the 
window and GRAB the wanted item.  This crime 
takes about 15 seconds to complete.

Imagine...It takes 15 seconds to change your life.  
You will now need to replace the window in your 
vehicle as well as replace the item (s) stolen.  This 
does not include the most valuable commodity of 
all…YOUR TIME.

Do You Have What a Thief Wants?
Five of the most sought after items that you might 
have in your vehicle right now are:

-Global Positioning Systems (GPS)
-Satellite Radios (XSM, Sirius, etc.)
-iPod / MP3 Player
-Laptop Computer
-Personal Items (wallets, purses, bags, etc.)
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How Not to Become a Victim

Park your vehicle in a well-lit area

Park vehicle by security cameras 

Do not leave anything in plain view

Take change with you or put in a compartment

Look around and see if someone is watching you

Avoid leaving your GPS on your dashboard

Lock everything in trunk, out of plain view

Remove the faceplate of your satellite radio

iPods and MP3 players should be taken with you

Laptops should be taken with you

Always lock your doors and roll up your windows

Buddy up whenever possible

When you approach your car, have your keys ready

Check inside your car before entering

NEVER leave wallets, purses or duffle bags in 
your vehicle because it could lead to 

IDENTITY THEFT
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